Unveiling the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe: A Review

The Martin D 28 Modern Deluxe is a popular acoustic guitar that combines classic design
elements with modern upgrades. In this review, we will take a closer look at the guitar's
features, design, sound, and overall value. But first, let's provide a brief overview of the history
and significance of the Martin D-28 model.

The Martin D-28 is one of the most iconic acoustic guitar models in history, with a reputation for
quality, craftsmanship, and sound that has made it a favorite among players of all levels and
genres. The model was first introduced in 1931 and quickly gained a following for its large,
powerful sound and solid construction. Over the years, the design and features of the D-28
have evolved, but the guitar has maintained its reputation as a classic and versatile instrument.

The Martin D 28 Modern Deluxe is a recent addition to the D-28 lineup, featuring a number of
upgrades and modern design elements that enhance the guitar's sound and playability. These
upgrades include a new neck shape, updated bracing, and premium materials such as
Adirondack spruce for the top and VTS for the back and sides. In the following sections, we will
explore these features in greater detail and provide an in-depth assessment of the Martin D-28
Modern Deluxe.
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Design and Construction

The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is a high-end acoustic guitar that is built with premium
materials and construction methods. The guitar features a dreadnought body shape, which is a
classic design that is known for its balanced tone and powerful projection. The top of the guitar
is made from solid Adirondack spruce, which is a rare and highly sought-after tonewood that is
known for its clear and bright sound. The back and sides of the guitar are made from solid East
Indian rosewood, which is a dense and resonant tonewood that is known for its warm and rich

sound.




One of the key features of the Martin D 28 Modern Deluxe is its bracing system. The guitar
features a unique scalloped X-bracing pattern, which is designed to provide maximum support
and resonance to the top of the guitar. This allows the guitar to produce a rich and complex tone
that is full of depth and character. The bracing is also designed to allow the guitar to be played
with a light touch, making it easy to play even for novice guitarists.

In terms of construction, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is built to the highest standards of
guality and craftsmanship. The guitar features a hand-fit dovetail neck joint, which provides a
strong and stable connection between the neck and body of the guitar. The neck is made from
solid mahogany and features a modified low oval profile that is comfortable and easy to play.
The fingerboard is made from ebony and features a modern diamond and squares inlay pattern
that adds a touch of elegance to the guitar's appearance. Overall, the design and construction
of the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe are top-notch and reflect the guitar's premium price point.

Sound and Playability

The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is designed to deliver a rich and complex tonal character, with
enhanced projection and playability compared to the standard D-28 model. The guitar features
a scalloped forward-shifted X-bracing pattern, which contributes to its exceptional tonal balance
and clarity. The bracing design allows the top to vibrate more freely, resulting in a more
resonant and responsive sound.

The combination of solid Sitka spruce for the top and solid East Indian rosewood for the back
and sides also contributes to the guitar's rich and vibrant sound. The Sitka spruce top provides
a crisp and clear treble response, while the East Indian rosewood provides warm and balanced
bass tones. The guitar's high-performance neck taper and smooth ebony fingerboard ensure
excellent playability and ease of use for players of all skill levels.

The Martin D 28 Modern Deluxe is particularly suited for fingerstyle playing, due to its
exceptional tonal clarity and balanced response across the entire frequency spectrum.
However, the guitar is also well-suited for flatpicking and strumming, with a full and powerful
sound that can hold its own in a band or ensemble setting.

Compared to the standard D-28 model, the Modern Deluxe version offers improved playability
and comfort, thanks to its high-performance neck taper and modified low oval profile. The guitar
is also equipped with a new composite carbon fiber bridge plate, which contributes to its
improved resonance and sustain.

Overall, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is a versatile and high-quality instrument that delivers
exceptional sound and playability. Its unique combination of traditional and modern features
makes it an ideal choice for players who want a classic Martin sound with modern
enhancements.

Pros and Cons
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The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe has received rave reviews from guitar enthusiasts and experts
alike. However, as with any guitar, it has its strengths and weaknesses.

One of the major strengths of the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is its construction. It is made with
high-quality materials, including a Sitka spruce top, East Indian rosewood back and sides, and
an ebony fingerboard. The guitar features a unique scalloped X-bracing pattern, which
contributes to its distinctive tone and responsiveness.

Another strength of the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is its playability. The guitar has a
comfortable neck profile and low action, making it easy to play for extended periods of time. It
also has a great intonation and excellent sustain, which contribute to its overall sound quality.

One potential weakness of the Martin D 28 Modern Deluxe is its price. It is a high-end guitar,
and may not be affordable for all players. However, the guitar's high-quality construction and
exceptional sound make it a worthwhile investment for serious musicians.

Another potential weakness of the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is its tonal characteristics. While
many players love the guitar's rich, full sound, others may find it too boomy or bass-heavy for
their tastes. It is important for potential buyers to try the guitar out for themselves and determine
whether its tone suits their playing style and musical preferences.

Overall, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is an exceptional guitar that has received high praise
from experts and players alike. While it may not be the right fit for every player, those who invest
in it can expect a high-quality instrument that will provide years of enjoyment and inspiration.

User Reviews and Ratings

When considering a guitar purchase, it's important to take into account the experiences and
feedback of other guitarists. The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe has received a lot of attention
since its release, with many guitarists sharing their opinions on the guitar. In this section, we will
summarize user reviews and ratings of the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe from reputable sources,
such as online marketplaces and guitar forums.

Overall, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe has received very positive reviews from users. Many
users praise the guitar's excellent craftsmanship and the attention to detail in its design and
construction. Users also frequently comment on the guitar's exceptional sound quality and
playability.

One of the key features of the Martin D 28 Modern Deluxe is its VTS Adirondack Spruce
bracing, which many users praise for its impact on the guitar's sound quality. Users describe the
guitar's tone as rich, warm, and full-bodied, with excellent projection and sustain. Some users
note that the guitar has a slightly brighter sound than other Martin models, which they
appreciate for its versatility.

In terms of playability, users frequently comment on the guitar's comfortable neck profile and




easy action. Many users appreciate the guitar's responsiveness and ability to produce clear and
defined notes, even when playing complex chords and fingerstyle patterns.

While user reviews of the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe are overwhelmingly positive, there are a
few criticisms to consider. Some users note that the guitar's high price tag may be prohibitive for
some buyers, particularly those who are just starting out or on a tight budget. Others note that
the guitar's modern design and construction may not be to everyone's taste, particularly those
who prefer a more traditional aesthetic.

Overall, user reviews and ratings of the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe are very positive, with many
guitarists praising the guitar's exceptional sound quality and playability. While the guitar's high
price tag may be a drawback for some buyers, those who are willing to invest in a high-quality
instrument will likely find the Martin D 28 Modern Deluxe to be a rewarding and enjoyable
addition to their collection.

Conclusion

After considering all of the factors discussed in this review, it is clear that the Martin D-28
Modern Deluxe is a top-quality guitar that offers many unique features and upgrades over the
standard D-28 model. Its premium materials, advanced bracing, and sleek design contribute to
a powerful and versatile sound that is ideal for a wide range of playing styles and musical
genres.

However, it is important to note that the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe comes with a higher price
tag than the standard D-28 and many other guitars in its category. While it is undoubtedly a high-
quality instrument that offers exceptional value for money, it may not be the best option for
players on a tight budget or those who do not require the advanced features and upgrades of
the Modern Deluxe version.
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Overall, the Martin D 28 Modern Deluxe is an excellent choice for serious guitar players and
collectors who demand the highest level of craftsmanship, performance, and style. Its unique




combination of traditional and modern features make it a standout guitar in the Martin lineup
and a worthy addition to any player's collection. We highly recommend giving it a try to
experience its exceptional sound and playability for yourself.
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